r= REGISTERED TRAVEL - JUST
ANOTHER DOCUMENT?

By the Slioon Tram

Biometric technology has besn piloted in gome of the world's
major airports for more than tan yaars. Mow the tachnology

ia becorning aven mors psrvasive, with alectronic pasaports
{aPassporta) being rapidly implemeantad by many countrisa
wiorldwide, And whils ePassgportas are b=ing used to bsoaf up
baorder semrity Iy providing a mors relisbls msthod of verifying
individuale’ idsntitisa, registarad travelsr programea (RTPa) ara
fast gaining currency as a way of keeping sslect mermbsra of
the travaling public moving, as wsll as improving aafety. The
Bilicon Trust raporta on the latsat developmesnts in the RTE
arena and sxaminse the izsuse that lis ahead.

Wa'vs all s==n the old moni=s whers
iravelsrs could drive up 1o an aicport
gabe and board a plane with minimoum
fuzs snd paperweork — bt all thst bss
noww changsd. Hugs inersasss in glabal
irave]l and the lsunch of sven bigger
airerafts - such as the AJG0 and tha
AZAD - translsts ints greater volumss
of passengers arriving ai airporis st
b cams time, so nacessitating swifber
proosezing. But ai the same time, ths
international threats of terrorism,
monsy laundsring and trafficking of
drugs and people haws to ba takan ioia
aooount. Somsbow thess conflicting
needs af high throughpot and robust
sequrity must be resahned.

Groups such as  the Simplifring
Passanger Travsl Program have been
wotking for some tims 1o find ways
of improwing trawe] securiny and the
iraveling experismos for passengers
by raplacing repetitive document and
iravelsr checks with a pew strssm
lined system that collecis the required
information omoce and then sharss
it slectronically whith subsequent
servicos  providsrs. And  siocs
Sapramber 17 200], intsrest in this
wotk bas escalyied as governments
and the aviation indusicy baee com=
under inienss prassurs to snsurs that

mir trawel remains both sscure amd

=ffizient. At th= heari of ths EPTs
work is the uss of biometric and
chip technology for applications such
a5 RTFs.

The sitnation taday

In the UK slops, BAA, the country's
biggestairport op=raior, has reparted s
sieady increass in passsngsr numbers
over the pact tsn yeam, with b=
number of peopls passing through
iks airports rising from 1022 mil-
licn in 1997 to 1470 millicn in 2006
Th= growth — & trend that has been
repsated  in airporis  throuwghout
Eurcpe, Blarth Amearica and Asia — has
ocomeat a tims vwhen stakeholders havs
been calling for an improwsment in
aviation security. 5o a systamis nesded
that can speedup passanger throughput
whiles ensuring ihat seoarity is not
compromised in any way, with RTPs
rapidly being seen &= a sclution.

With ePasspocts only just being ralled
out, some critios might guestion
whthar ya1 amother traes] document
is r=ally nesded. Bui RTPs are helping
passengers bypass long queuss at
sirports and giving suthoritiss moes
tims {0 spend on these who bess not
besn pre-approved — and may even bs
on awalchlist of suspecied frandsiecs
of TATToTists.
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cF Bsaring in mind that ait traes] plags &

kay rolein the sconomic Life of & natica,
it is essaniial that air travs] should b=
as quick and coovenisok as possible
fior the vast majority of trawslars. Taks,
for mxampls, the cacs of the busin=se
person flying from Lendenm 1o Homg
Eong for & mesting. He or she will not
want to rtand in a bong queue foo bours
waiting to have trawe]l documents
checked, If b= or she is processsd on
an RTP, the autheorites will have mors
tims ic sxamices the documents of
snother traveler about to board the
fhight wiho has attracisd suspicion.

ETF versus «Paagport

Alibough ETPs use similar fechmclogiss
to sPassparts, their application is wery
diffsrent. A1 ths moment, FTPs only
=xist &z pilcts, whils sPassports baes
now been deployed in more than 40
siates, inchuding Vies Waiver Program
{VWF} nations such as Germany and
Franc=, as well as cibsr countries
such as the Maldives, which began
ipzuing the doouments in July 2007
Furthermere, thers ars no nteropsr-
abdlity standards far ETPs. This is in
statk cootrast to sPassports, which
ars governed by standards such as the
103 form factor applisd to tradiibonal
and ePasspori booklsts as well s
spacificaticns for contsctl=ss chip
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tschnolagy and guidelines for biomeric
typ=s inchidsd in 1hs document. So
Ear, the use of biomedrics in ETPs is
nol compaiible with the I10AQ 303
schems for aPassparts, EU ragulation
22273004 or the U3 VIZIT framewodk.
Bigmeiric matching in RTPs may be
1:1 or 1:many. And although most
programs run & bdometric in comr
bination with a smart card, bothi comact-
based (a5 iz the cass in ths US) and
comkactlsss (as in Franes] tschnologiss
are baing deployed. Each program has
itz cwn dsta register combin=d with
specific data content and scheos.

L |}
RTPa are helping
passengers bypass long
queuss &t airports and
giving authorities mors time
to apend on those who have
not besn pre-approwed

Although  iniercpscability  among
bixmetrics, c=cure icksns and data
ragistration is the geoal, there is
still some way to go befors this is
achisvad. Howewer, progress is slowly
E=ing mad=. In ths UZ, the Fagistared
Traveler [nismoperahbility Consortium
[RTIC] has been established 1o dewslop

common business rules and technical
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standards ic crasts a peTmanent,
interoperabls and vandar-n=uirsl ETE
In th= European Tnion (EUY, the
Eurcp=sn Ceommizsion (EC)  Eirst
proposed RTPs as & leog-term possi-
bility in its Hovember 2006 Synengiss
Communication’. RTPes alzo faxiure as
part of & fransatlantic dialcgus with
ths 115 in the BEC's May 2008 proposals
for ‘A stronger EDMUS partnership
and a moes cpen markst for ches 21st
century.

The EC'e Dirsctorste- Gansesl (DG) fox
Justice, Fresdom and Ssouriy (1S}
and DG Transpoct and Enecgy (TREH}
ars promoting a series of siodiss
aim=d at developing & means by which

trawalars can oross the ED's axtarnal
bordems using sutomaied or ssmi-
subomated border crossing procedurss.
DG TREM bag carrisd out a feasikility
siudy of thes registsrsd passenger
oconoepd, forusing on aviation security.
DG JLE has conducted a praliminary
siudy of the J=gal, social political and
smvironroental aspects of enirysxit and
ETE. It will also carry out & iechmical
feaszibility study using a sslaction of
soenarios. Thess studies — which will
hawe all besn complstsd by the =nd
of 2007 — will prowids r=sults which
will bs used to infoem debats among
memb=ar stat=z and the Burcpean
Parharo=nt about the ne=xt st=ps and
Filot programs.
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